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:KHQ�,�WDON�DERXW�P\�ILUVW�\RXWK�H[FKDQJH�WR�6ZHGHQ��SHRSOH�XVXDOO\�WKLQN�RI�6WRFNKROP��+RZHYHU��
ZKHQ�P\�IULHQGV�LQYLWHG�PH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�\RXWK�(UDVPXV��SURJUDPPH��LWV�ORFDWLRQ�ZDV�D�VPDOO�
YLOODJH�QDPHG�6SDUVQDV�LQ�IRUHVWV�LQ�WKH�ZHVW�RI�6ZHGHQ��$IWHU�ODQGLQJ�LQ�*RWKHQEXUJ��,�ZDV�KDOI�
H[SHFWLQJ�WR�VHH�DQ�$%%$�FRYHU�EDQG�DW�WKH�DLUSRUW�EXW�LW�,�ZDV�OHIW�GLVDSSRLQWHG� %XW��DV�LW�WXUQV�
RXW� 6ZHGLVK�ZRRGODQG�ZDV�WKH�SHUIHFW�SODFH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�SHDFH�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�
IHOORZ�(XURSHDQ�\RXWK�

$W�ILUVW��VKDULQJ�WHQWV�ZLWK�D�JURXS�RI�\RXWK�IURP�&]HFKLD��)LQODQG��*HRUJLD�DQG�&URDWLD�IRU�VL[�GD\V��
GHHS�LQ�D�6ZHGLVK�IRUHVW�VHHPHG�D�ELW�GDXQWLQJ��,Q�WKH�HQG�LW�ZDV�TXLWH�D�QLFH�ZD\�WR�PDNH�IULHQGV�
VLQFH�ZH�HQGHG�XS�SOD\LQJ�FDUGV��H[FKDQJLQJ�VRQJV�DQG�FKDWWLQJ�ZLWKRXW�PXFK�UHVWUDLQW�IURP�GD\�
RQH�

:KDW�VXSULVHG�PH��ZDV�WKH�PL[HG�OHDUQLQJ�PHWKRGRORJ\�DW�WKH�H[FKDQJH��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��ZH�KDG�
OHFWXUHV�E\�-RUJHQ�-RKDQVHQ�DQG�0DMNHQ�-XO�6¡UHQVHQ��DFDGHPLFV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV��-RUJHQ�ZDV�WHOOLQJ�XV�
DERXW�WKH�DQWL�QXFOHDU�PRYHPHQW�LQ�6ZHGHQ��DQG�0DMNHQ�VKDUHG�KHU�ZRUN�RQ�XVLQJ�KXPRU�LQ�SROLWLFV��
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�OHDUQLQJ�SURFHVV�GLGQ
W�VWRS�DW�WKH�OHFWXUHV��WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�YHU\�KDQGV�RQ�
DSSURDFK�LPSOHPHQWHG��:H�ZHUH�PDNLQJ�ZRRGHQ�ER[HV�IRU�SODQWLQJ�YHJHWDEOHV��SDLQWLQJ�D�ZRRGHQ�
KRXVH��EDNLQJ�EUHDG��FRPSRVWLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�ZRRGHQ�WRROV�

(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�ZDV�REYLRXVO\�SOHQW\�WR�GR�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH��QRW�DOO�RXU�WLPH�ZDV�VSHQW�WKHUH��:H�ZHQW�
KLNLQJ�LQ�D�QDWLRQDO�SDUN�ZKLFK�H[WHQGHG�RYHU�WKH�ERUGHU�WR�1RUZD\��6LQFH�WKHUH�ZHUH�PDQ\�ODNHV�
QHDUE\��ND\DNLQJ�ZDV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�ZH�FRXOGQ
W�PLVV��$�WUDLQHU�JDYH�XV�LQVWUXFWLRQV�RQ�EDVLFV�RI�QRW�
IOLSSLQJ�WKH�ERDWV�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�RII��/DWHU��WKH�EUDYHVW�RI�XV HYHQ�ZHQW�VZLPPLQJ�LQ�WKH�IUHH]LQJ�ODNH�

,Q�WKH�HYHQLQJV��ZH¶G�OLJKW�D�VPDOO�FDPS�ILUH�DQG�H[FKDQJH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�QRQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�SHDFH�
EXLOGLQJ�LQ�RXU�FRXQWULHV� ,W�ZDV�PD\EH�P\�IDYRXULWH SDUW�RI�HYHU\�GD\��1RW�RQO\�GLG�ZH�OHDUQ�PRUH�
DERXW�HDFK�RWKHU¶V�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQWH[WV��EXW�DOVR�ZH�JRW�D�VHQVH�RI�EHLQJ�D�IDPLO\��,Q�WKH�HQG��
JHWWLQJ�D�<RXWKSDVV�FHUWLILFDWH�ZDV�D�JUDWLI\LQJ�UHPLQGHU�RI�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH��EXW�DOVR�D�ZD\�RI�
UHZDUGLQJ�PH�DQG�RWKHU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�EHLQJ�ZLOOLQJ�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�VKDUH�WKHLU�VNLOOV�ZLWK�RWKHUV��0D\EH�
WKHQ�<RXWKSDVV�ZDVQ¶W�WKDW�ZHOO�NQRZQ�RU�UHFRJQL]HG�EXW�LW�PHDQW�D�ORW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�D�WHVWDPHQW�RI�
D�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�JURZLQJ�FORVHU�WRJHWKHU�ZKLOH�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�


